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Welcome
Prelude
Let us rise as we are able

Thanksgiving for Baptism                                                                                                         
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

P. Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
by whose hand we are given new birth,
by whose speaking we are given new life.
C. Amen.

P. Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism,
we are clothed with God's mercy and forgiveness.
Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.

Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister gives thanks.

We give you thanks, O God,
for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters
and by your Word you created the world,
calling forth life in which you took delight. 

Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family.
Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom.
At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit.
By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons,
making us heirs of your promise and servants of all. 

We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life,
and above all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ.
Shower us with your Spirit,
and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love. 

To you be given honor and praise
through Jesus Christ our Lord
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.
C. Amen.



GATHERING SONG

 

GREETING
P. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C. And also with you.



KYRIE
In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the peace from above,
and for our salvation,
let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the peace of the whole world,
for the well-being of the Church of God,
and for the unity of all,
let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For this holy house,
and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
Amen, amen.



CANTICLE OF PRAISE



PRAYER FOR THE DAY
P.  The Lord be with you.
C.  And also with you.
P.  Let us pray. O God, you have prepared for those who love you joys beyond understanding. 
Pour into our hearts such love for you that, loving you above all things, we may obtain your 
promises, which exceed all we can desire; through Jesus Christ, your Son and our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C.  Amen.

We are seated

Change for Hope/Red Bucket: Micah Ecumenical Ministries (WELCA Project): This is 
the July 2024 project of the Virginia Synodical Women’s Organization. Fredericksburg area churches are 
active in caring for the whole person through ministries that address basic needs: health care, housing, 
income and social/spiritual.
 

WORD                                                                             
First Reading: Acts 10:44-48
While Peter shares the good news of Jesus with a Gentile soldier and his family, the Holy Spirit comes upon 
them. Recognizing that the Spirit works inclusively in the lives of both Jews and Gentiles, Peter commands 
that these Gentiles also be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. 
L.  A reading from Acts
44While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who heard the word. 45The 
circumcised believers who had come with Peter were astounded that the gift of the Holy Spirit 
had been poured out even on the Gentiles, 46for they heard them speaking in tongues and 
extolling God. Then Peter said, 47“Can anyone withhold the water for baptizing these people who 
have received the Holy Spirit just as we have?” 48So he ordered them to be baptized in the name 
of Jesus Christ. Then they invited him to stay for several days.                                                              
L. The Word of the Lord.    
C. Thanks be to God.

Psalm: Psalm 98 
Shout with joy to the LORD, all you lands. (Ps. 98:4) 
read responsively

     1Sing a new song to the LORD, who has done marvelous things,
  whose right hand and holy arm have won the victory.
 2O LORD, you have made known your victory,
  you have revealed your righteousness in the sight of the nations.
 3You remember your steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of Israel;
  all the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God.
 4Shout with joy to the LORD, all you lands;
  lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing.



 5Sing to the LORD with the harp,
  with the harp and the voice of song. 
   6With trumpets and the sound of the horn  
     shout with joy before the king, the LORD.
 7Let the sea roar, and all that fills it,
  the world and those who dwell therein.
 8Let the rivers clap their hands,
  and let the hills ring out with joy before the LORD, who comes to judge the earth.
 9The LORD will judge the world with righteousness
  and the peoples with equity.

Second Reading: 1 John 5:1-6
God’s children believe that Jesus is the Messiah and love God by keeping God’s commandments. Thus the 
world is conquered not through military might but through love and faith. 
L. A reading from 1 John                                                                        
1Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, and everyone who loves the 
parent loves the child. 2By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God and 
obey his commandments. 3For the love of God is this, that we obey his commandments. And his 
commandments are not burdensome, 4for whatever is born of God conquers the world. And this 
is the victory that conquers the world, our faith. 5Who is it that conquers the world but the one 
who believes that Jesus is the Son of God?
 6This is the one who came by water and blood, Jesus Christ, not with the water only but with 
the water and the blood. And the Spirit is the one that testifies, for the Spirit is the truth. 
L. The Word of the Lord.
C. Thanks be to God.

Let us rise as we are able

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

                                              

                                                                                                                                                     

          



P. The Holy Gospel according to St. John the 15th chapter
C. Glory to you, O Lord.

Gospel:  John 15:9-17
On the night of his arrest, Jesus delivers a final testimony to his disciples to help them in the days ahead. 
Here, he repeats the most important of all his commands, that they love one another. 
[Jesus said:] 9“As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love. 10If you keep my 
commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commandments and 
abide in his love. 11I have said these things to you so that my joy may be in you, and that your joy 
may be complete.
 12“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. 13No one has 
greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. 14You are my friends if you do what I 
command you. 15I do not call you servants any longer, because the servant does not know what 
the master is doing; but I have called you friends, because I have made known to you everything 
that I have heard from my Father. 16You did not choose me but I chose you. And I appointed you 
to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will give you whatever you ask him in 
my name. 17I am giving you these commands so that you may love one another.”  

P. The gospel of the Lord.
C. Praise to you, O Christ.

We are seated

CHILDREN’S SERMON                                                                                                                               

SERMON Pastor Phyllis Diamond



Let us rise as we are able

HYMN OF THE DAY

Apostles’ Creed
A. God has made us his children through our baptism into Christ. Living in trust and hope, 
together we confess our faith.

C. I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.



On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

We are seated
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

A.  Rejoicing that Jesus is risen and love has triumphed over fear, let us pray for the church, the 
world, and all those in need of good news.           
A brief silence.

A. Your Holy Spirit falls upon all who hear the word. Fill your church with the gifts of your Spirit 
and give understanding hearts to those who strengthen our commitments with our ecumenical 
and interreligious partners. God of grace,                                                          
C. hear our prayer. 
                                                           
A. You speak and the face of the earth is renewed. Revive your creation, that habitats and every 
kind of living thing might flourish. Protect endangered species and help us to care for all your 
creatures. God of grace,                                                                     
C. hear our prayer. 

A. Your world is divided and the nations rage. Grant wisdom and vision to world leaders, that 
they may seek justice, peace, and the good of all. Strengthen international partnerships and 
cooperation. God of grace,                                        
C. hear our prayer.  
                                                                                                                                                              
A. Your children are in need. Comfort all those who suffer, especially those afflicted by anxiety, 
depression, and mental illness. Help us to be conduits of your love in our care for one another. 
God of grace,                                                     
C. hear our prayer.                                                                                                                                       
                                                                                                                                                 



A. Your work is done in this place with our hands. Bless the ministries of this congregation, that 
we may embody your love for the world. Inspire those who plan and lead worship, council 
members, committee members, and volunteers. God of grace, 
C. hear our prayer.                                                                                 

A. For whom else and what else do we pray…    
God of grace, 
C. hear our prayer.                                                                                                                       
      
A. Your blessed saints now rest in you. Give us thankful hearts for those who have gone before us. 
At the last, bring us all together around your heavenly banquet table. God of grace, 
C. hear our prayer. 

P. Into your hands, most merciful God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your 
abiding love; through Jesus Christ, our resurrected and living Lord.   
C.  Amen.

PEACE
P. The peace of Christ be with you always.                                                                                               
C. And also with you.

                                                                    
We are seated

OFFERING – Choir Anthem



Let us rise as we are able

OFFERTORY

OFFERTORY PRAYER

P. Let us pray. Risen One,
you call us to believe and bear fruit.
May the gifts that we offer here
be signs of your abiding love.
Form us to be your witnesses in the world,
through Jesus Christ, our true vine.
C. Amen.



THE GREAT THANKSGIVING                                                                        

PREFACE
P. It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ,
the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin;
who in dying has destroyed death,
and in rising has brought us to eternal life.
And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection,
with earth and sea and all their creatures,
and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

SANCTUS



WORDS OF INSTITUTION
P. In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.                                

LORD’S PRAYER
P.  Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
C.  Our Father, who art in heaven,                                                                                                           
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 
Amen.



Invitation to Holy Communion

We are seated
HOLY COMMUNION SONG

 

DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION
 God fills the hungry with good things.  Taste and see that the Lord is good.

As the ministers give the bread and wine, they say these words to each communicant:
 The body of Christ, given for you.      The blood of Christ, shed for you. 

The communicant may make the sign of the cross and say: Amen

Let us rise as we are able
P. And now may the body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep 
you in his grace.
C. Amen.    



SONG AFTER HOLY COMMUNION

POST-HOLY COMMUNION PRAYER                          
P.  Shepherding God,
you have prepared a table before us
and nourished us with your love.
Send us forth from this banquet
to proclaim your goodness
and share the abundant mercy of Jesus,
our redeemer and friend.
C.  Amen.

BLESSING



SENDING HYMN



DISMISSAL
A. Alleluia! Go in peace. Rejoice and be glad.       
C. Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 

                        
Come to me, all you who are burdened with heavy loads and I will give you rest. Take on my ways 
and learn from me, for I will guide you and walk with you and you will find rest for your souls.  

Jesus

If you have received this worship material from a friend or you have found it lying on your 
table, please know that the person who left it for you wants to include you in the journey we 
take together as those who follow Jesus. You are warmly welcomed in our congregation but 
most of all, you are welcomed to come to our Lord Jesus for rest.           Pastor Phyllis Diamond
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